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smaller concerns, starts from Montreal and goes by way of Ottawa
and North Bay on Lake Niplssing, to Port Arthur. From there
it runs to Winnipeg, passing to the south of the Lake of the Woods,
and therefore entering the United States for a short distance,
and from Winnipeg to Edmonton, on which part of the route
it lies farther north than either the Canadian Pacific or the Trans-
continental. It then strikes across to the Yellowhead Pass and
turning south follows the North Thompson Ri\rer, the Thompson,
and the Eraser, to the coast at New Westminster and Vancouver.
This route is able, because of its easy gradients, to convey grain
from part of the Winnipeg Basin to the Pacific coast, whence it may
be shipped either to the Far East, or by the Panama Canal to Europe.
Other lines run west from Winnipeg to Regina, north by Saskatoon
to Prince Albert, east to the vicinity of Dawson Bay on Lake
Winnipegosis, and south-east to the Winnipeg-Edmonton line near
Lake Dauphin.
About 150 miles east of Prince Albert is Hudson Bay Junction,
whence a line runs to The Pas on the Saskatchewan, the starting-
point of the railway to Churchill on Hudson Bay. This line, the
length of which is 511 miles, has been constructed by the Canadian
Government with the object of offering an alternative and shorter
route from the wheat-growing regions of Canada to the British
Isles.1 From Montreal, and from Churchill, the distance to Liver-
pool is practically the same. At the present time, much of the
grain going east is sent to Montreal by Winnipeg and the Great
Lakes; but as Winnipeg is over 400 miles distant from the head of
navigation on Lake Superior, and as there is, in addition, the cost
of conveyance from there to Montreal, with a trans-shipment at
Port Colbome or elsewhere, it is obvious that all places in the
north-west which are not more than 400 miles, at the least,
nearer to Winnipeg than to Churchill will find it cheaper, other
things remaining the same, to export their grain by the Hudson
Bay route. Under these conditions the hinterland of Churchill
wiH include the central and northern parts of the agricultural
regions on the second and third prairie slopes; from Saskatoon,
for example, the distances to Churchill and Fort William are re-
spectively 834 and 890 miles. The difficulties in the way of the
development of the route are connected with the navigation of
1 The line was completed in 1932.